
Take your needle… 
 
 
 As soon as I saw a 
lovely little framed 
piece on the cover of the 
September 2012 issue of 
Quilts Japan magazine, 
I had to make it. 
 
Except there were a few 
obstacles in my path… 
not the least of which 
being that I don’t read 
Japanese.  Fortunately, 
it’s a pieced block, 
making this just a math 
problem.   
 
Because 12” x 12” 
squares frames are a 
standard size and fairly 
easily found, that was 
the finished size I chose.  
To make this fit, the 
individual squares 
finish at ¾” x ¾” and 
there is a narrow border 
to “float” the finished 
block. 

 

 

 Note:  If you have a 10” x 10” frame, making the squares to finish at ⅝” x ⅝” will make the center 
measure 9 ⅜” x 9 ⅜”.  A 1” border will fill the space and “float” the block within the frame. 

 
Second, I wanted to put something other than a monogram in the center of my block… but what?  I chose 
to use one of my favorite quotations, it’s from Oliver Wendell Holmes – “Take your needle, my child, and 
work at your pattern: it will come out a rose by and by.  Life is like that – one stitch at a time taken 
patiently…”   
 
This is the layout for the block with borders.  
The finished size of the pieced center is 11 ¼” x 
11 ¼”.  I added border strips measuring 1 ½” x 
wide to make the finished block measure 13 ¾” 
x 13 ¾” including seam allowance.   
 
That “floats” the pieced center approximately 
⅜” inside the edge of the frame – and it gives me 
a little bit of fabric to wrap to the back to secure 
the block.   
 
  



For the quotation – to make my life a whole lot easier, I ironed a piece of background fabric to freezer 
paper and printed the quotation out on my computer.  It was the best way to ensure that it fit within the 
space I had – 2 ¼” x 3 ¾” finished - and that I didn’t make a mistake.  (Been there, done that.) 
 
There are two ways to make this – cutting all the squares individually or using a little bit of strip piecing.  
Maximum scrappiness means cutting the print squares individually – all 124 of them.   
 
Cutting Requirements: 
Asst. Light, Medium & Dark Prints – Cut 124 squares – 1 ¼” x 1 ¼” 
Accent Print – Cut 36 squares – 1 ¼” x 1 ¼” 

 Or cut 26 squares – 1 ¼” x 1 ¼” – and 1 strip – 1 ¼” x 14” 
Background – From 1 fat eighth of fabric, cut the following: 

 Cut 1 strip – 3” x 21”.  From the strip, cut 1 rectangle – 2 ¾” x 4 ¼”.  Cut the remainder of the 
strip to make 2 strips – 1 ½” x approximately 15” long.  From the strips, cut 2 strips – 1 ½” x 13 
¾” for the top and bottom borders. 

 Cut 2 strips – 1 ½” x 21”.  From each strip, cut 1 strip – 1 ½” x 11 ¾” for the side borders.   

 Trim the remainders of the strips to 1 ¼” wide.  From the strips, cut 2 rectangles – 1 ¼” x 2 ¾ 
 and 3 rectangles – 1 ¾” x 2”.   

 Cut 2 strips – 1 ¼” x 21”.  From the strips, cut 5 more rectangles – 1 ¼” x 2” – and 12 squares – 1 
¼” x 1 ¼”. 

 Or cut 2 squares 1 ¼” x 1 ½” and 1 strip – 1 ¼” x 14”.   
 
Partial Strip Piecing:  Using a scant ¼” seam allowance, join the Background and Accent strips – 1 ¼” x 
14”.  Press the seam toward the Accent strip.  Crosscut the strip into 10 segments measuring 1 ¼” wide. 
 
Piecing.  Use a scant ¼” seam allowance for all seams.   
 
Pressing.  The seams in my block were mostly pressed in one direction but some were pressed open.  For 
each row, the seams are pressed in one direction, and the direction of each row alternated.  Whenever 
possible, I pressed the seams away from the background squares – clipping and flipping as necessary. 
 
Layout.    
 

 


